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Inauguration of a new Nursery  
The Buniyaad Family joyfully and proudly 
announces the   opening of the new English 
medium nursery in Powai! 
Buniyaad Playgroup and Nursery No. 4, as it is 
called, was inaugurated on 22nd Jun, 2011, by 
Capt. K.N.Deboo, Director & Principal; Capt. 
Almeida- Training Head; both from Anglo-
Eastern Maritime Training Center and Mr. C. 
Bharadwaj along with Mr. Rawat from 
Giants Group of Powai. Their gracious 
presence along with other guests from Anglo-
Eastern set the mood for the proceedings. The 
event commenced with a brief opening address 
by Mrs. Vibha Kulkarni introducing Buniyaad 
Playgroup and Nursery. She also explained the 
working model of Buniyaad, and touched upon 
the academics and the various enjoyable 
activities and events that both students and 
parents can look forward to. The esteemed 
guests lit the Lamp of Knowledge to signify the 
dispelling of darkness of ignorance and 
illiteracy. Thereafter, Nursery No. 4 was 
formally inaugurated by cutting of the ribbon, 
unveiling the board, announcing the same, 

breaking of a coconut and a prayer to the 
Almighty. The Class-Register & pen for the 
Nursery was handed to the class-teacher, Mrs. 
Mitali Yadav, marking the beginning of a new 
academic year. Capt. Deboo addressed the 
gathering and reiterated the commitment of 
Anglo-Eastern Maritime Training Center to 
educating and training students and its role in 
taking them ahead in life. Likewise, Buniyaad 
too is committed to educating children in the 
early years and equipping them for life ahead. 
This will contribute towards national progress. 

 
New door to the realms of learning 

Capt. Almeida applauded the parents for the 
conscious decision and all efforts they are 
undertaking for the education of their wards. He 
emphasized the fact that parental attention 
should be given to the quality of education being 
provided at schools. His touching personal story 
brought home this fact lucidly as to how 
education and the parental involvement are vital 
to the child’s development. 
Mr. Rawat stressed on the fact that being an 
English Medium Nursery how it will be 
advantageous to children to start with a strong 
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base and that, if they continue the same efforts 
for a few more years they can aim for anything 
and achieve it. Mr. Bharadwaj acknowledging 
the changing times stressed how it is no longer 
sufficient to merely attend school but to also 
receive quality education. He also encouraged 
the students and the parents to remain active in 
the field of education. 

 
Seeking Divine blessings 

The event was brought to a close by a brief 
address by Mrs. Saigita Narayan who once again 
welcomed parents and children to Buniyaad. On 
behalf of Team Buniyaad she expressed heartfelt 
thanks to Giants Group and Anglo-Eastern 
Maritime Training Center. The honorable 
guests were felicitated with bouquets by the 
Buniyaad team.  

 
  Moving together towards New Beginnings 

It was heartening for all the Volunteers present 
to see a sizeable turn out and still more, to see 
inquiries from parents for new admissions as the 
ceremony came to a close. The day concluded 
with sweets and savories being distributed and 
enjoyed by all. 
For more pics, visit 
http://buniyaad.org.in/activities_inauguration.html 

     

The ‘Promise of Protection’ Celebrated: 
MARK BROWN popularly said –  
“Sometimes being a brother is better than being 
a superhero.” 
Legend	   has	   it	   that	   Yamuna,	   sister	   of	   Lord	  
Yama,	   the	   God	   of	   death,	   tied	   him	   a	   sacred	  
thread	   for	   his	   protection	   and	   received	   the	  
promise	   of	   being	   protected	   by	   him.	   Till	   this	  
day	  we	  celebrate	  Rakshabandhan	  for	  the	  same	  
reason.	  Unique	  in	  that,	   it	  crosses	  the	  barriers	  
of	  religion,	  Rakshabandhan	  is	  truly	  a	  symbolic	  
festival.	   We	   at	   Buniyaad	   recognize	   that	  
festivals	   and	   cultural	   celebrations	   are	  
essential	   to	   a	   ‘wholistic’	   approach	   to	  
education	  and	  a	  complete	  upbringing.	  	  

	  
The	  sacred	  thread-	  beautiful	  bonds	  are	  created	  

Rakhi,	   as	  we	  popularly	  call	   it,	  was	  celebrated	  
with	   great	   fervor	   and	   gusto	   at	   all	   our	  
Nurseries.	  Children	  dressed	  in	  their	  best	  were	  
seen	   	   	   marveling	   over	   the	   bright	   and	   pretty	  
colors	   of	   the	   rakhi	   given	   to	   them.	   They	   took	  
turns	   at	   tying	   them	   to	   each	   other.	   The	  
traditional	  thali	  was	  given	  to	  them,	  vermillion	  
tilak	  was	  applied	  and	  arti	  was	  done.	  	  

	  
Smiles and promises of love abound 

They	  were	   told	   about	   the	   significance	   of	   the	  
festival	   and	   the	   importance	   of	   this	   bond	  
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between	  brothers	  and	  sisters.	   	  Students	  were	  
heard	   exchanging notes on their plans to 
celebrate rakhi with their kin. It was charming to 
see their solemn efforts to take proper aim before 
applying the tilak. Even the most reticent little 
girls awarded us their rare smiles, when it was 
their turn to apply the tilak.  A welcome break 
from their everyday activities, the kids chattered 
away animatedly and one of the boys was also 
tied rakhi by the teacher!  
The promise of sweets and savories enthused 
them all and they were queuing up without much 
coaxing! Later, sweetmeats were distributed and 
delight reigned!  For more pics, visit 
http://buniyaad.org.in/activities_celebration.html 

                                                          
 
Independence Day: 
“Strength does not come from physical capacity. 
It comes from an indomitable will.” MAHATMA 
GANDHI 
This is one of the main reasons that we Indians 
this year have the privilege of completing 64 
years of Independence. All the Nurseries 
celebrated Independence Day with immense joy 
and pleasure. Every year, all the Volunteers at 
Buniyaad put in efforts at brainstorming for 
ideas to celebrate Independence Day and make it 
memorable for the tiny tots.   

 
Filling colors in our Flag and our future 

This year the kids were asked to use sponge 
impressions to color the National Flag, as this is 
a relatively simple exercise to boost their motor 
skills as beginners. The center of the flag had a 
three-dimensional chakra complete with 24 
stokes. All the children were very eager to apply 
orange and green colors. Students’ hands also 

got colored and they were busy looking at the 
beautiful colors that made their fingers colorful. 
As the students were making sponge 
impressions, the significance of the colors used 
in the flag was explained to them. 

 
We hold our patriotism aloft!! 

Children were taught the famous song ‘Nanha 
munna rahi hoon…’ and some simple actions to 
accompany it. National Anthem was rendered 
with heads held high with pride. They took pains 
to stand in attention with their eyes trained 
straight ahead and only their lips moving to sing 
the National Anthem. Students in all the 
Nurseries cheerfully competed with each other in 
raising the slogan of ‘Jai Hind’. There were 
sweets and savories waiting for the students after 
all their hard work. For more pics, visit 
http://buniyaad.org.in/activities_republicday.html 

                                                                    
 
Teacher’s Day: 
Teachers are the most responsible and important 
members of society because their professional 
efforts shape the future of the citizens. Teachers 
are the silent torchbearers of progress and 
success. 
Students of Buniyaad Playgroup and Nursery 
exhibited their gratitude and appreciation to their 
teachers in a special way. A unique greeting card 
with their smiling innocent faces imprinted on it 
was specially made for the occasion. Prints of 
index fingers in various colors made by each 
child and their name beneath it served as their 
individual signatures. This completed the 
decoration of the card.  
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Our imprints and flowers for the Teacher to remember!! 

The students then handed over a bouquet of 
flowers to their respective class-teachers. It was 
an overwhelming moment to see the mutual 
affection and love between the teachers and the 
little ones. They happily greeted the teacher 
"Happy Teachers day ". All of them posed for an 
impromptu class photograph and the distribution 
of sweets added to the joy. For more pics, visit 
http://buniyaad.org.in/activities_celebration.html 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  
 
General Health Check-up Camp 
He who enjoys good health is rich, though he 
knows it not - Italian Proverb 
As an integral part of overall development of 
students, Buniyaad Playgroup and Nursery 
conducts a general health check-up camp for 
students in all its Nurseries. The camp was 
conducted in the week on 12th Sept. 2011 across 
all Nurseries with overwhelming support from 
the Doctors, Volunteers and the class-teachers.   
Team Buniyaad acknowledges the assistance of 
Dr. Jyoti Kulkarni, Dr. Mansi Chavan and Dr. 
Kenia who contributed their time, energy and 
expertise to conduct a detailed check-up of each 
child.  

 
Dr. Kulkarni and Dr. Chavan examining the patients 

Since this was the first session for the academic 
year 2011-12, new records were created for each 
student and their weight and height duly 
recorded. The doctors post examination advised/ 
counseled the students’ parents appropriately. 
They also consulted/ examined previous history 
or records wherever required. While some young 
students were eager and pliant for the check-ups 
and showed active participation, some threw a 
regular fit, suspecting the worst!! 

The doctors kindly yet emphatically dispensed 
all-purpose guidelines for healthy living like 
keeping one’s surroundings clean and paying 
attention to cleanliness of clothes and linen to 
get rid of minor ailments. ‘Healthy eating must 
translate into eating home-cooked food and not 
junk food’, the doctors reiterated this adage to 
each parent individually.  

 
Paying suitable attention to their own health checkup 

In some cases the mothers were also asked to 
check out on their personal health and care as 
Dr. Kenia aptly supplied: ‘A fit mother only can 
nurture a fit child - Aai Swasth ki Baal hi 
Swasth’. Dr. Mansi Chavan has prescribed 
supplements for many children with advise on 
better diet for the many children suffering from 
malnutrition. All the four nurseries enjoyed a full 
turnout and participation by the parents, thereby 
rendering the camp a beneficial exercise. For 
more pics, visit 
http://buniyaad.org.in/activities_medical_camp.html 

 
Active participation by the students and parents alike 
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